COUNCIL OF THE COUNTY OF MAUI

December 17, 2021

THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE COUNCIL OF THE COUNTY OF MAUI, STATE OF
HAWAII, WAS HELD ONLINE ONLY VIA BLUEJEANS, ON FRIDAY, DECEMBER 17, 2021,
BEGINNING AT 9:01 A.M., WITH CHAIR ALICE L. LEE PRESIDING.

COUNCIL CHAIR ALICE L. LEE: Will the Council meeting of December 17, 2021 please
come to order. The time is approximately 9:02 in the morning.

And before we begin with roll call, Mr. Clerk, | would just like to give the Members a
heads up on the morning greeting. So, there's the letter "N", but we, instead of saying
"N", we would say the sound of "N" . . . This is from Nigeria. In case our Nigerian
friends are here watching our meeting today.

Mr. Clerk.

DEPUTY COUNTY CLERK JAMES KRUEGER: Chair, proceeding with roll call. In
accordance with the Governor's most recent emergency proclamation related to the
COVID-19 response, Members should state who, if anyone, is present with them as
part of roll call.

ROLL CALL

DEPUTY COUNTY CLERK: Councilmember Shane Sinenci.

COUNCILMEMBER SINENCI: ... Chair. Aloha kakahiaka kakou my Maui hikina. I'm here
at the Council office at the moment by myself. Aloha.

CHAIR LEE: Aloha.
DEPUTY COUNTY CLERK: Counciimember Mike Molina.

COUNCILMEMBER MOLINA: Aloha, . .. Madam Chair, and colleagues, and everyone else
joining us for our Council meeting today. For the record, I'm transmitting out of my
residence. And I'm sorry, | don't have a hat today. So, | guess my, my role will be for
the holiday season, at least just for today only will be as the Grinch. Aloha.
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CHAIR LEE: Aloha.
DEPUTY COUNTY CLERK: Councilmember Kelly Takaya King.

COUNCILMEMBER KING: Aloha kakahiaka, . . . | hope |, | wasn't considering myself a
grinch, but | don't have a hat either, Member Molina. So, | think you're okay. But | am
in my house in South Maui. And I'm going to try to, assuming that this meeting goes
past lunch, which | don't want to jinx us, but I'm going to use that break to go over to
the, the district office. Because if | try to make it there by 9, the traffic is horrendous.
You can leave at 8, or you can leave at 9 and you'll get there at the same time.

But hello to, yeah, . . . to all the Nigerians watching too. And want to congratulate the
folks from Africa and the projects, the Great Green Wall, which we're hoping, you know,
is successful. Biggest climate change action in the world right now, | think.

CHAIR LEE: Very good. Thank you.
Mr. Clerk.
DEPUTY COUNTY CLERK: Councilmember Gabe Johnson.

COUNCILMEMBER JOHNSON: ... to Chair Lee and . . . to all of my Councilmembers. | am
in the County Building with my staff Kate Griffiths, and soon to be Autumn Rae Ness.
Happy to be here on this beautiful Friday. And boy, did we have some thunder last
night. So, hopefully, this meeting isn't, doesn't have that kind of thunder and lightning.
We're ready to rock and roll. Aloha.

CHAIR LEE: Thank you.

DEPUTY COUNTY CLERK: Councilmember Tamara Paltin.

COUNCILMEMBER PALTIN: Aloha kakahiaka and . . . kakou. Broadcasting live and direct
from the Lahaina District Office. We're open as a courtesy site to anyone who wants
to give testimony at the Old Lahaina Center, Room 205. And I'm here with my aide
Angela, who's more than six feet away.

CHAIR LEE: Thank you.

Mr. Clerk.
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DEPUTY COUNTY CLERK: Councilmember Yuki Lei Sugimura.

COUNCILMEMBER SUGIMURA: . .. Happy Holidays, everybody. And I'm so excited for this
meeting today. | want to let our residents in Kula know that if you were without water
last week and, and there's a bacteria in the water, so please do not drink it. And check
with the Water Department this week, | mean, today, because | think they're testing
every day. But be safe and we're thinking of you. Happy Holidays.

CHAIR LEE: Thank you.

DEPUTY COUNTY CLERK: Presiding Officer Pro Tempore Tasha Kama.

COUNCILMEMBER KAMA: Aloha kakahiaka, Chair. And . . . to all of my fellow
Councilmembers. And aloha kakahiaka and Hau‘oli Makahiki Hou and Mele
Kalikimaka to everyone out there. | am in my work space in my home, and | am alone.

CHAIR LEE: Very good.

DEPUTY COUNTY CLERK: Council Vice-Chair Keani Rawlins-Fernandez.

CHAIR LEE: Excused for now.

DEPUTY COUNTY CLERK: And Council Chair Alice L. Lee.

CHAIR LEE: ... my dear colleagues, and the viewing public, and our staff, everybody out
there. Wishing all of you a very happy holiday season. And in particular, this is a very
special day for our family and for the family of Member Sugimura, because my
grandson is coming home from college today and her son is coming home from the
mainland.

COUNCILMEMBER SUGIMURA: Yes.

CHAIR LEE: So, lots to be thankful for.

Mr. Clerk.
PRESENT: COUNCILMEMBERS SHANE M. SINENCI, MICHAEL J.
MOLINA, GABRIEL JOHNSON, KELLY T. KING, TAMARA A.M.

PALTIN, YUKI LEI K. SUGIMURA, NATALIE A. KAMA, AND
CHAIR ALICE L. LEE.
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EXCUSED COUNCIL VICE-CHAIR KEANI N.W. RAWLINS-FERNANDEZ.

(Vice-Chair Rawlins Fernandez was not present when the roll was called; however,
she arrived at 1:31 p.m.)

DEPUTY COUNTY CLERK: Chair, there are eight Members present, one Member excused.
A quorum is present to conduct the business of the Council.

For the record, | am Deputy County Clerk James Krueger. Also present from the Office
of the County Clerk are County Clerk Kathy Kaohu; and Legislative Division staff Joyce
Murashige, Lauren Saldana, and Dell Yoshida.

Joining the meeting from the Department of the Corporation Counsel is First Deputy
Corporation Counsel Richelle Thomson.

CHAIR LEE: | will be providing the opening remarks this morning. Please bear with me.

Generally, you know that if | did this all by myself it would be half a page. But since
the staff helped me, and they did a great job, it's almost two pages long.

OPENING REMARKS

The opening remarks were offered by Council Chair Alice Lee.

CHAIR LEE: Please join me now for the Pledge of Allegiance.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The Members of the Council rose and recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

CHAIR LEE: Mr. Clerk.

DEPUTY COUNTY CLERK: Chair, proceeding with the presentation of testimony on the
ceremonial resolution. The first person, the only person we have signed up to testify
is Lucienne de Naie.
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CHAIR LEE: Before we proceed with today's agenda, may | please request that everyone
keep their microphones muted unless it is your time to speak. Decorum shall be
maintained at all times.

Good morning, Lucienne. Happy Holidays.

PRESENTATION OF ORAL TESTIMONY

MS. LUCIENNE DE NAIE:

Good morning. Very wonderful to see all you. You look great. | just wanted to say a
few words about Peter Baldwin and the amazing life that he's led. |, I've known Peter
from various conservation causes and community causes for many, many years, as
have probably thousands of people on Maui. And not only, you know, did he do all
kinds of, you know, great work in our community for the aina, for, you know, community
causes, for paniolo causes, but he was just such a humble person. Just so easy to
talk to. Just so easy to be with.

And it's always sad when a great presence like that leaves our community. But he has
left an amazing legacy. And |, I'm just very, very happy to see the Council reach out
to honor that. So, you know, thanks to you all for putting this resolution on the agenda.

CHAIR LEE: Thank you, Lucienne. Any questions, Members? If not, thank you very much.
Mr. Clerk.

DEPUTY COUNTY CLERK: Chair, there are no other individuals signed up to testify on the
ceremonial resolution.

CHAIR LEE: Are there any objections to closing public testimony on ceremonial resolutions?
MEMBERS VOICED NO OBJECTION.
CHAIR LEE: If not, so ordered.

Mr. Clerk.

DEPUTY COUNTY CLERK: Chair, proceeding with the ceremonial resolution.
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CEREMONIAL RESOLUTIONS

RESOLUTION
NO.___21-200

HONORING THE EXTRAORDINARY AND
FRUITFUL LIFE
OF THE LATE PETER DAMON BALDWIN
CHAIR LEE: Councilmember Sugimura.
COUNCILMEMBER SUGIMURA: Thank you, Madam Chair.
| MOVE TO ADOPT THE PROPOSED RESOLUTION
ENTITLING, "HONORING THE EXTRAORDINARY AND
FRUITFUL LIFE OF THE LATE PETER DAMON BALDWIN".
COUNCILMEMBER MOLINA:
SECOND.
COUNCILMEMBER JOHNSON: Second.
COUNCILMEMBER KAMA: Second the motion.
CHAIR LEE: Okay, Member, seconded by Member Molina.

Member Sugimura, discussion?

COUNCILMEMBER SUGIMURA: Thank you. Thank you very much, Member Molina. May
| please request that the Clerk read the resolution in its entirety?

CHAIR LEE: Mr. Clerk.
(The resolution was read in its entirety.)
CHAIR LEE: Member Sugimura.

COUNCILMEMBER SUGIMURA: Thank you, Chair. And thank you very much, James
Krueger, for always doing a good job reading the resolutions.
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| want to ask for the Members full support of this resolution, and to honor a man that
has touched our lives in many ways. When you think about what he has contributed, |
think many families have benefitted from AYSO and having soccer in the, in their lives
as a family and for, for, you know, for many generations.

Probably, for me, the, the reason that Peter touched my life so, so much was my work
with Upcountry and doing, seeing him with the paniolo community, as well as a time
when he and | wanted to open up a museum. It was really his idea for, for Upcountry
in Maui, in the Upcountry Makawao area where he wanted to open up a museum. And
I got to know him well through many meetings. And through that, | also met his family.

| want to say thank you very much, John Harrisson, who wrote this book. | don't know
if you can see it. It is "A Maui Boy — Stories of Peter Baldwin's Fruitful Life". And
there's two volumes. And John Harrisson is going to speak. He helped us write the
resolution in behalf of the family. And Susie, his wife, is also going to speak. But |
would like to extend my condolence to the family. And thank you for allowing us to
recognize him for a life so rich and fruitful is a good way of describing him.

So, thank you, Members. | hope that you will also support this resolution. Thank you.
CHAIR LEE: Further discussion?
Member Molina.

COUNCILMEMBER MOLINA: Thank you very much, Madam Chair. And mahalo to Member
Sugimura for introducing this resolution and special, well-deserved honor for
Mr. Baldwin. And, you know, | think Lucienne testified earlier and she, she said it all,
especially in terms of Peter's charisma. He was very engaging. He was one of those
types of individuals where he walks into the room and everybody stops and say, "eh,
it's Peter". And all of a sudden, people flock to him to go talk story. And he could put
you at ease. You know, you could meet him for the first time and then once you're
done with your conversation, you feel like you've been talking to an old friend. He had
that kind of persona.

He would've made a great politician too, by the way, on top of his great achievements
as a, as a paniolo and a businessman. And for Haleakala Dairy, I'm sure he was very
instrumental in helping develop the popular juice we know today as POG; passion,
orange, guava.

And then, back in the day, a special moment for me when | was a much, much younger
man, he was very instrumental in helping bring NFL football players to Maui to do free
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football clinics and participate in the Makawao rodeo. And | had a special moment at
one of the basketball games that those players would play against our Maui Police
Department. | had the opportunity to meet a player by the name of Merlin Olsen. He
was a NFL Hall of Fame player and he was a Emmy-award winning sports announcer,
and also an actor for the old TV series Grizzly Adams. But it left such an impression
on my life at the time, at being 11 years old, I've never forgotten that. But as a young
person, you don't really appreciate what made that moment possible. But as the years
go by, then you find out who helped make it possible. So, whenever | would see Peter,
| would always tell him how much | appreciated his efforts for bringing, you know,
opportunities like that for, for young people like me and many others.

So, he has certainly, certainly touched many, many lives. And | just want to, want to
thank him, and for all what he did for Maui County. And he was just everywhere and
always community minded. So, he wasn't just a cowboy, he was really a community-
minded individual. So, just would like to thank the family for sharing Peter who certainly
was a special, special, special guy. He could make you laugh and yet, he was so
akamai in a lot of things. So, mahalo. And thank you again for sharing Peter with us.
Mahalo, Madam Chair.

CHAIR LEE: Thank you, Member Molina. Anyone else? If not, all those in favor of the motion,
please your, raise your hand and say "aye".

AYES: COUNCILMEMBERS JOHNSON, KAMA, KING,
MOLINA, PALTIN, SINENCI, SUGIMURA, AND
CHAIR LEE.

NOES: NONE.
EXCUSED: VICE-CHAIR RAWLINS-FERNANDEZ.
CHAIR LEE: Okay, it looks like eight "ayes", zero "noes", one "excused"; motion passes.

And Member Sugimura, | believe we have some guests to say a few words. Would
you like to introduce them?

COUNCILMEMBER SUGIMURA: Yes. So, thank you very much, Members, for your support
of this resolution to honor this great man. And with us today, we have John Harrisson,
who | mentioned earlier, who helped write his book as well as the resolution that was
presented today. In behalf of the family, he would like to say a few words. And then,
Susie Baldwin, his wife.
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MR. JOHN HARRISSON:

Aloha, Councilmembers. This is John Harrisson. And I'd like to thank you so much for
the resolution and the Council's touching tribute to a renaissance man and a favorite
son of Maui, and a true Maui treasure. I'd also like to acknowledge and thank Lucienne
for her testimony.

| was fortunate enough to spend a good deal of quality time with Peter over the last
three years, as we worked together on his life memoir. And we, we would meet for
exactly one hour every week. And that was Peter's rule, just one hour; no more, no
less. He would make a great psychoanalyst, | think. So, when the hour's up, that was
it.

And | first worked with Peter over 15 years ago while | was writing the 125-year history
of Haleakala Ranch. And so, over the years, and especially laterally spending that
much time with Peter, | became very fond of this great man who knew he'd live life to
the fullest. And to echo some of the previous comments, to say he was a character is
an understatement.

Thank you, Councilmember Molina, for reminding us that it was Haleakala Dairy that
came up with, with the passion, orange, guava juice and POGs, the milk caps that
Peter and the Dairy, it was an old game played by kids in Hawaii long ago. But it
became a national phenomenon in the 90s. And it was amazing to think that that began
here on Maui.

Peter also was |, | think, at the forefront of watershed stewardship on Maui. And | think
we should acknowledge the role that the Haleakala Ranch continues to play in
protecting invaluable watershed.

As mentioned, Peter was a savvy and successful businessman and his many
contributions we miss. Again, he, he founded the Maui Youth Soccer Organization,
which was the first organized soccer league on the island and has resulted in a lot of
athletes successfully going to college and beyond. And he also led the fundraising
campaign to establish the J. Walter Cameron Center. So, that's just a couple of
examples of his many contributions.

So, Maui is a much richer community because of Peter. And it was the community that
Peter truly loved and truly valued. So, thank you, Councilmembers, once again.

CHAIR LEE: Thank you, Mr. Harrisson.

Member Sugimura. Member Sugimura? We can't hear you.
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COUNCILMEMBER SUGIMURA: Susie Baldwin. | know she had, | know she had logged on
earlier when | spoke to her this morning saying that she wanted to make sure she was
present. So, Clerk, can you, do you see Susie Baldwin on the call?

DEPUTY COUNTY CLERK: Chair, yes. Yes, | do see Susie Baldwin on the call. She is

muted on her end. She was unmuted previously. I'm not sure if she's encountering
technical difficulties.

MS. SUSIE BALDWIN:

Oh, there we go.
DEPUTY COUNTY CLERK: Oh perfect.
COUNCILMEMBER SUGIMURA: Okay, good.
MS. BALDWIN: Okay, can you hear me now?
COUNCILMEMBER SUGIMURA: Yes.

MS. BALDWIN: Oh, great. Well, hello. Aloha, everyone. And it is such an honor today to
have you all here, and everyone that spoke before, because John and Mike, and | very
much appreciate it because it's difficult for me to speak right now. But | did want to
give my sincere gratitude on behalf of the, the Baldwin Ohana, and your recognizing
Peter for his contributions to the community are, are really valuable to us.

And it was Peter's home, Maui was Peter's home for, he died just short of his 84t
birthday. And | know he loved Maui and the diverse communities of our island and
what makes up our island today. And that's probably one thing [ fell in love with Peter
about, is he loved everyone. Walking around Makawao Town, shop owners or people
maybe had hard times that were living in the street, he was friends with everyone. And
he was a really beautiful spirit. And luckily, | was able to spend the last eight years
with him. And he really was a remarkable man.

But | want to thank you all. It's very special. And Happy Holidays to all of you.
COUNCILMEMBER SUGIMURA: Thank you, Susie.

CHAIR LEE: To you as well.
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COUNCILMEMBER SUGIMURA: | see Jimmy Haynes here. Mr. Haynes? Susie had
mentioned he wants to say a few words. So, Jimmy Haynes is a life-long friend of
Peter.

MR. JIMMY HAYNES:

Right. We were very good friends. And it's a hard, hard thing for me to do. But the
thing | just wanted to talk briefly about, | think we've all heard about his
accomplishments, statures was huge in this community. But this man was lots of fun.
And just say the last thing that we'd always watch the Super Bowl together. And Peter
was, at the last Super Bowl, Peter was a big fan of the, of the Chiefs, Kansas City
Chiefs. And so, we had a, we had a bet. | took the Tampa Bay Buccaneers for the
sum of $10. And of course, | won. And he went into, to pay me, and brought out some
dollar bills. And | knew | needed to count these bills. And of course, | saw this smile
on his face, and there was only $9 there. So, Peter still owes me a dollar. lt, it was so
much fun. But he'll be greatly missed. And thank you for acknowledging his
accomplishments. And a great guy. Thank you.

COUNCILMEMBER SUGIMURA: Thank you, Mr. Haynes.
CHAIR LEE: Thank you, Mr. Haynes.

COUNCILMEMBER SUGIMURA: Thank you.

CHAIR LEE: Member Sugimura.

COUNCILMEMBER SUGIMURA: So, thank you. Appreciate that. | know that the kids are
watching. He has three boys and | know they're watching, and grandchildren. And
they, when | spoke to Susie this morning, she said that they wanted to express their
appreciation. So, thank you very much. Thank you, Mr. Molina, for your good stories.

COUNCILMEMBER MOLINA: Thank you, Member Sugimura. Madam Chair, can | just say
one last quick thing?

CHAIR LEE: Of course.

COUNCILMEMBER MOLINA: On the topic of Peter's sense of humor. | appreciate in the
resolution it mentioned that Peter brought a horse into a restaurant. My family owned
a restaurant in Makawao. It was called "Club Rodeo", it's where Casanova's is today.
| believe that was one of the restaurants Peter brought that horse in. And when he
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brought the horse in, the story was my dad went up to Peter's horse and offered the
horse a drink. And that was how times were back in old Makawao. But that's a great
example of Peter's humor. So, really going to miss the guy. Thank you.

CHAIR LEE: Thank you for sharing. Thank you. Any, anyone else?

COUNCILMEMBER SUGIMURA: He was quite a man.

CHAIR LEE: Pardon me?

COUNCILMEMBER SUGIMURA: He was quite a man. We're going to, we're going to miss
him. So, Susie says that whenever she sees a dragonfly, she thinks about Peter as
he's come to visit her. And he has, or dragonflies has appeared in her life in special
times recently as she kind of mourns the loss of this great man. So, appreciate
everybody for letting us take this moment to recognize Peter. Thank you very much.

CHAIR LEE: Thank you, Members.
So, the next item will be the Consent Calendar. Mr. Clerk.

DEPUTY COUNTY CLERK: Yes, Chair. For the record, that resolution is RESOLUTION
21-200.

SET THE CONSENT CALENDAR

DEPUTY COUNTY CLERK: The next item on the agenda is the Consent Calendar.

CHAIR LEE: Members, at this time we will set the Consent Calendar. We currently have no
items on Consent Calendar. Are there any requests to add items at this time?

COUNCILMEMBER SUGIMURA: No.
CHAIR LEE: No?

COUNCILMEMBER KING: No requests.
CHAIR LEE: No requests. Okay. Alright.

Member, not Member, but Mr. Clerk, proceed.
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DEPUTY COUNTY CLERK: Yes, Chair. Proceeding with the presentation of testimony on
agenda items. Members of the public may testify by connecting to the Council's online
meeting by phone or video conference through the information posted on today's
agenda.

Individuals connected by phone are currently on mute and will be unmuted when it is
their time to testify. Individuals connected by video conference should keep both their
video and microphones off and should turn them on only when it is their time to testify.

Testimony is limited to the items listed on the agenda. Individuals may testify for three
minutes per item. When testifying, please state your name and the name of any
organization you represent, as well as the items on which you will be testifying. Please
also identify to the Council if you are a paid lobbyist.

After your testimony has concluded, please disconnect from BlueJeans. Once the
testimony period is closed, only the Councilmembers, staff, and designated resource
persons will be connected to the meeting. All other individuals will be disconnected.
The remainder of the meeting can be viewed on Akaku Maui Community Media or on
mauicounty.legistar.com. Individuals may also be disconnected from the meeting at
any time for breaking decorum.

Chair, the first individual we have signed up to testify is Keisa Liu. To be followed by
Miranda Somers.

CHAIR LEE: Ms. Liu?

PRESENTATION OF ORAL TESTIMONY

MS. KEISA LIU (testifying on County Communication Nos. 21-556 and 21-557):

Good morning, everyone. My name is Keisa Liu and I'm here to testify on two agenda
items today; CC 21-556 and CC 21-557. And | will start with the latter. I'm just going
to be commenting a little bit on what | read from the Mayor about this particular
sunscreen, a beautiful bill that | was really, really excited about by the way. There's
two things I'm going to bring up.

One is that this response felt a little bit like a threat. | don't know who comes in and
suggests that basically, hey, you got this bill passed, but I'll be back in the Spring to re-
evaluate and probably change it up. It was kind of confusing. And it felt like a threat
to me, of course, because I'm the community. And the Council listened to the
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community about what we wanted, brought that forward, went through the whole
process. And the Mayor, honestly, had plenty of time to do whatever extra research
he wanted to do in order to, you know, ask questions and things like that. Because it
takes a long time for the bill to get passed. And all of a sudden, he's like, well, | see
that you did it, but I'll be back in the Spring. So, I'm not particularly happy about that.

And the second thing that | wanted to point out is one of my pet peeves is when
somebody uses one's struggles to undermine another, especially when those struggles
are interrelated. So, for instance, when at the very end, when there was a part where
he applauded the Council's efforts in attempting to reduce the threats from the marine
ecosystem, he pointed out several other issues that maybe the Council should pay
attention to. That's actually a way to just undermine the fact that you're working on
something, part of a larger issue, which I'm sure you're thinking of right now and making
sure that you don't do that. Because it's just a way to kind of move from one space to
another. Well, oh, you're working on this, when you should really be looking at this.
And then you go over and look at that and they say, oh well, you should really be
looking at this. It's a game and I'm not particularly excited about that either.

And one last thing before | move on, we are not interested in fake applause. That was
a fake applaud, by the way. He is not excited about what you did. But | just want to
remind you that we are. So, thank you.

And I'm going to go ahead and just move on. | apologize, this one is much longer. So,
for CC 21-556, | understand that the Mayor vetoed Bill 111 as it relates to the applicant
selection process and provided reasons as to why. And I'm starting to see patterns of
when a politician doesn't want to support a bill, but they want to keep up appearances,
so they sell it in order, and then use trigger words or convoluted phrasing that seems
to shut people down really quickly. And the Mayor's reasonings are really good
examples of this and | wanted to point them out.

One simple example of using a trigger word is the word, is the use of the word "“liability".
Liability means lawsuits. Lawsuits mean losing money, and that scares people.
Another thing they'll do is structure their sentences so that they seem neutral and
intelligent but are designed to create doubt and fear, so you don't really absorb the
message being sent. So, here's an example of that: "Increasing the marketing duration
from 90 days to 120 days for unsold units will limit our ability to quickly get qualified
residents into housing that may belong to another income bracket, and increase
carrying costs for developers, which will likely be passed onto homeowners." Now, I'm
going to say the exact same thing, but in a different way. Increasing the time for people
who are least likely to be able to afford housing will make it challenging to quickly give
it to someone else, who can pay more for it. Developers will make less money with the
change. We won't stop them from passing this onto the consumer.
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Now, the last thing | will point out is that politicians will often cite laws to justify
processes that discourage undesirables from patrticipating in them. And I'd like to look
at the Mayor's use of the Federal Fair Housing Law as an example. Now, this is not
America's land, and yet America has been able to occupy position of almost absolute
authority on how it is managed.

And I'd like to take a moment to recognize how unfair the American government has
been to the Hawaiian Kingdom. We took their land and then brought in our own laws
so we could colonize more easily so we could steal even more land. Then we created
fear around those laws to make it almost impossible for the Hawaiians to get the tiniest
fraction of their land back.

As an American colonizer, | am part of the problem because the occupation of America
is how my family got to live here. And that feels really crappy. But because | know I'm
part of problem, | know | have a kuleana to be part of the solution.

And at this point, | don't think that the veto of the bill has anything to do with the reasons
stated by the Mayor at all. And it looks like the continued effort to steal land from the
Hawaiians without actually going to war, because the land is what's valuable to America
and America wants it. And | think the Mayor benefits from stealing land from the
Hawaiians, and | think he's got a lot of friends that do too.

Now, | may not be able to remove the American government from these islands, but |
could try my best to stop it from doing any more damage. And so, these are the last
things | will say. To the Americans that are on the Council I'm going to ask you to do
the same. And before we get on our high horses, just remember this isn't about being
a savior. We don't get to have that . . . because it implies that we did nothing wrong.

And to those of you who are family to these lands and sitting on the Council right now,
let me just say this to you, your ancestors did not carry you on their shoulders so that
you could sit down and shut up when you got that seat to the table. And do not think
for a second that they will let you fall when you speak up after they carried you this far.
Protect your people. Mahalo for your time and consideration.

CHAIR LEE: Members, any questions? If not, thank you very much, Ms. Liu.
Mr. Clerk.

DEPUTY COUNTY CLERK: Chair, the next individual we have signed up to testify is Miranda
Somers. To be followed by Eli Hazlet.






